there was  the material of a  statesman  in  the
Empress Eugenie, she came with it naturally."

Freed from political worries, and from court
intrigues and jealousies, the Countess Monti jo
quickly assumed an important position in Madrid
society, while her invaluable friend in France cor-

v   f                                                                                                                                                                           -

responded regularly with her and kept her informed
of many inside political and diplomatic matters,
which she sometimes utilized in her own salon. He
even undertook to do all sorts of errands for them.
Merimee had friends in the Foreign Office, and he
took advantage of this fact to entrust to the "diplo-
matic pouch" not only long letters, but also dahlia
and pawlownia seeds, which he procured at the
Garden of Plants for her gardener, and Chinese
lanterns to decorate open-air fetes, according to the
fashion set by Comtesse Duchatel. Nor did he
scruple to send in this manner satin shoes for the
young Duchesse d'Albe and costumes from Palmyra,
the fashionable dressmaker of the day. This good
friend even tried to forward, through the Foreign
Office, a barouche; but at this, the good-nature of
the minister rebelled.

From Madrid, in turn, Merimee received fosforos,
for he complained of being unable to find "in such
a chemical town as Paris" any matches which suited
him. He also was sent loaves of bread- which he
stated were much better than the French bread and
which followed him from town to town when he was
on official inspection tours. The Delessert ladies,
and their friends asked the Montijor to get them"1
mantillas and Merimee was invited to the trying-on.

A certain mantilla suited the Marquise Pasquier
v,ery well, and to >see just how it should be put on,
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